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There continues to be a lot of confusion about the C-II controlled substance prescription security paper 
requirements.    
  
Yes, as of October 1, 2011 the law required that whenever a prescribers issues any and all C-II controlled 
substance prescriptions from a pad of prescription blanks or individual sheets of paper that is given to a 
patient be on security paper.  The manner in which any prescription is issued and given to a patient – 
written by hand, electronically printed or otherwise generated - does not matter – all such prescriptions 
must be on security paper.  And – all such C-II controlled substance prescriptions – whether issued to a 
patient faxed to a pharmacy – must be manually signed.  An electronic signature on a paper controlled 
substance prescription is not a valid signature. 
 

However, the law does authorize the Board of Pharmacy to issue a policy which authorizes the manner in 
which a pharmacist may dispense emergency supplies of drugs when a C-II controlled substance 
prescription is not issued on security paper. 

  
Yes, the board issued the attached policy about C-II controlled substance prescriptions that are not on 
security paper. This policy is in effect until December 31, 2011. 
  
Yes, the term 'emergency medical use' or some similar term must be on any C-II controlled substance 
prescription if it is not issued on security paper. 
 

Yes, the prescriber, the pharmacist or anyone can write the emergency medical need term on the 
prescription. 
  
A pharmacist does not have to call the prescriber to determine an emergency medical need if the 
emergency wording is not on such a prescription when it is received by the pharmacy. The board 
considers it an emergency if a prescriber does not have security paper, and an emergency if a prescriber 
determines the need for a patient to receive a C-II controlled substance. 
   
Please do not prevent a patient from getting their C-II medication because a prescription is not written on 
security paper.   
  
Please do not call a prescriber to determine an emergency medical need for a patient. 
  
Please do not send a patient back to a prescriber to have the prescriber write emergency medical need 
on a C-ii prescription. 
 
The three security paper requirements are the same as those for all Medicaid and Medicare prescriptions.  
They are as follows: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Required tamper-resistant characteristics 

include one or more industry-recognized 
features designed to: 

Examples include but are not limited to: 

1 Prevent unauthorized copying of a 
completed or blank prescription form 

 High security watermark on reverse side 
of blank 

 Thermochromic ink technology 

 Copied prescription blanks show the 
word “Copy,” “Illegal,” or “Void.”   

2 Prevent erasure or modification of 
information written on the prescription by the 
prescriber 

 Tamper-resistant background ink shows 
erasures or attempts to change written 
information 

3 Prevent the use of counterfeit prescription 
forms 

 Duplicate or triplicate blanks 
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When security paper is printed in the form of a prescription pad, each pad shall bear an identifying lot 
number, and each piece of paper in the pad shall be numbered sequentially beginning with the number 
one. The lot number and sequential numbering does not apply to sheets of paper printed out as individual 
prescriptions by a prescriber. 
 
The board has created a seal of approval that confirms approved security paper contains all three 
industry recognized security features. The seal shall be affixed to all approved prescription security paper 
used in this state.  
 
This is NO requirement for a pharmacist to copy down patient information from a driver's license.  The 
only requirement is for the pharmacist to require the person picking up a C-II prescription to present a 
government issued photo identification document or other form of identification which documents legibly 
the full name of the person taking possession of the filled prescription. 
  
Please circulate this information. 
 


